11th grade Biology/Environmental Science Honors
with Mr. Nick Ehlers
Semester One: 2014
What does it mean to take Honors?
Honors is an opportunity for students to engage in a more advanced study of Biology. By choosing to participate in Honors, a student is committing to a rigorous course of study and will take this decision very seriously. I assume that by choosing to participate in Honors, the student will complete all assignments, both Honors and regular course work, on time and to the very best of their ability. In signing the Honors contract, you are committing to the Honors work for the entire semester. 
 


          
  


          HONORS CAN NOT BE DROPPED DURING THE SEMESTER!
If you do not complete the work by the due date, you will receive a ZERO on the assignment. Late work is not accepted for Honors assignments. This will affect your letter grade in Biology. It is your responsibility to pace your reading, prepare for discussions and complete the writing assignment on time. 
 



          Please do not wait until the last minute!
What is required for Honors Biology/Environmental Science?

Each honors student will create their own “Honors Assignment Schedule” (see template on the following page) based on their choice of book or scientific articles, and community events. This schedule, along with a signed honors contract (by you and your parental guardian), is due by Friday, September 12 to be accepted into this honors course. 
1. Choose option “a” or “b” from the list below:

a. Book Club: Every week you will read your book to the page on your Personal Assignment Schedule and complete a Journal Entry prior to our Monday honors meetings. During honors class we will DISCUSS and REFLECT on your reading. We do this because reading promotes healthy minds, healthy people, and healthy communities! Please choose a book from the Reading List below. 
Reading List (please come and see me if there’s a science-related non-fiction book you would like to add to this list or if you need assistance purchasing your book):

	A Short History of Nearly Everything by Bill Bryson
Conversations With Neil's Brain by William H. Calvin 
Four Fish: The Future of the Last Wild Food by Paul         

     Greenberg
How and Why Species Multiply by Peter and Rosemary    

     Grant
How the Mind Works by Stephen Pinker
In Defense of Food by Michael Pollan 
Last Child in the Woods by Richard Louv
Nature Revealed: Selected Writings by E.O. Wilson
Into the Wild by Jon Krakaur
Wild by Cheryl Strayed
	Silent Spring by Rachel Carson
Summer of the Gods by Johnathan Larson
Survival of the Sickest by Dr. Sharon Moalem 
The Ancestor's Tale by Richard Dawkins
The Descent of Man by Charles Darwin
The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot
The Omnivore’s Dilemma by Michael Pollan
The Year of the Whale by Victor B. Scheffer
On the Origin of the Species by Charles Darwin
Reason for Hope by Jane Goodall
A Sand County Almanac by Aldo Leopold

A Walk in the Woods by Bill Bryson


b. Journal Club: Similar to the Book Club, every week you will read and complete a Journal Entry prior to our Monday honors meetings. During honors class we will DISCUSS and REFLECT on your reading. However in Journal Club, instead of reading a novel-type book you will seek out a new peer-reviewed journal article prior to every honors class. You are required to come to each honors class with your journal article in-hand. Check out http://www.doaj.org/, http://www.plos.org/, or http://scholar.google.com/ for open access journal articles.
2. Biology and/or environmental science-related community events:

Additionally, as an honors student, you will be asked to participate in two science related community events. 

Community Events: You will go out into the community at least two times during the semester and participate in science (biological or environmental) related events. Examples of community events include beach clean-ups, local farming, community park days, Earth Fair, etc. Please see me if you are unsure about a specific community event.  You are required to write a one page summary for one of these events. Please include pictures and/or other proof of your participation for each event.

Honors Personal Assignment Schedule: 
*Reminder: All assignments are due on your due date, no late work!

	Due Date
	Reading

	Monday, Sept. 8
	- Student’s signed (student and parent) Honors Contract and personalized schedule.

- Article read _____________________________________________________________________________OR 

Page number you will have read to in your book____________.



	Monday, Sept. 22
	- Article read _____________________________________________________________________________OR 

Page number you will have read to in your book____________.


	Monday, Sept. 29
	- Article read _____________________________________________________________________________OR 

Page number you will have read to in your book____________.


	Monday, Oct. 6
	- Article read _____________________________________________________________________________OR 

Page number you will have read to in your book____________.


	Monday, Oct. 20
	- Article read _____________________________________________________________________________OR 

Page number you will have read to in your book____________.


	Monday, Oct. 27
	- Article read _____________________________________________________________________________OR 

Page number you will have read to in your book____________.


	Monday, Nov. 3
	- Article read _____________________________________________________________________________OR 

Page number you will have read to in your book____________.


	Monday, Nov. 10
	- Article read _____________________________________________________________________________OR 

Page number you will have read to in your book____________.


	Monday, Nov. 17
	- Article read _____________________________________________________________________________OR 

Page number you will have read to in your book____________.


	Monday, Dec. 1
	- Article read _____________________________________________________________________________OR 

Page number you will have read to in your book____________.


	Monday, Dec. 8
	- Article read _____________________________________________________________________________OR 

Page number you will have read to in your book____________.



Biology Honors Contract
Biology has an honors option. Honors is a semester-long commitment, and factors into the final semester grade!!
To earn honors credit for the fall semester you must do the following: 

· Be present at each honors class 
· Be prepared to discuss and reflect on your readings each honors class
· Research, participate, and reflect (at least one page – not including your pictures) about one of at least two science-related community events
Honors is meant to be a challenge. A student enrolled in Honors is expected to do all of the Honors work in addition to regular coursework. Honors students are expected to work on Honors every week and manage their Honors work wisely (translation: do not procrastinate). 
Before you sign up for Honors you should consider the benefits and drawbacks: 

Benefits: 
· Honors credit adds one full grade point to your final grade for the semester, which raises your overall GPA. 

· Colleges like to see Honors credit on your transcript. 

· Honors provides a fun biology challenge for you. 

Drawbacks: 
· Honors is a lot of work and may add too much to your workload; this can be overwhelming. 
· Honors will take away time you may want to commit to other extracurricular activities, which colleges like to see as well.
· Honors assignments are graded and not doing them, and not doing them well, will negatively impact your grade. 

· Honors is very rigorous material, so if you are already struggling with biology, you may find that it is too challenging or that it takes away from time you could spend on regular biology assignments
Please discuss your personalized schedule and the benefits and drawbacks of Honors with your parent/guardian, and decide if Honors is the right choice for you. You must make a permanent decision about Honors by Friday, September 12, 2014. After that date, you may not add or drop Honors for any reason.
I, _________________________, have read the above information, and I wish to earn Honors credit in Biology. 
I understand that this is a permanent decision and cannot be changed after September 12, 2014. 

Student Name: _________________________________ 

Student Signature: ______________________________ 
Parent Name: __________________________________ 

Parent Signature ________________________________
Date _________________________________________ 

Parent Contact Info (email/phone): __________________________________________

